XXIII.

THE QTJEEK AND THE MARQUIS  OF  LA LAYETTE.

rTIHE moment was approaching when Marie An-
i toinette was to find herself in conflict with two
men who had been her courtiers, whom she had made
her debtors by her kindness, and whom the vicissitudes
of politics were going to make her enemies. One
was the Marquis of La Fayette; the other, the Duke
of Orleans. No one, a few years earlier, when the
monarchy was at the height of its glory, would have
imagined that a marquis and a prince of the blood
would suddenly become the idols of the revolution-
ists, and would hold in check the heir to the throne
of Louis XIV. Periods of disturbances, are, how-
ever, fertile in just such surprises, and the leading
actors must themselves often be surprised at the part
which fortune leads them to play in the drama of
history, which is full of unexpected turns and changes.
Early in the reign of Louis XVI. we saw the young
Marquis of La Fayette in the charming court of
Marie Antoinette. He was one of the young men
who tried to revive the dress of Henri IV., and who,
in the quadrilles at the Queen's balls, wore silk doub-
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